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One apparent weakness of the Seymour Duncan Convertible amplifiers is how well the preamp modules are seated in the preamp module sockets. That seems to be the biggest  complaint that I hear about these amps - some people claim this causes them major headaches. (Some of the modules do fit more loosely in the sockets than others due to some small manufacturing inconsistencies)





It is true that over time the foam attached to the module access cover can become permanently compressed and lose its ability to firmly hold the preamp modules in place. This foam can be replaced, but a lot of musicians don’t replace it after it’s in this condition. This can have some adverse affects on the amplifier’s performance and reliability. 





So that got me thinking of how there must be a better way to ensure that the modules stay seated properly. So I devised a way to avoid having potential problems stemming from this vulnerability: A sheet metal retainer clip.
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Easily removed and replaced, four module retainer clips would keep all five preamp modules firmly seated in their respective sockets by the tension provided by the retainer clips. The little bend at the top keeps the retainer clips in place. This also allows the foam, which is already attached to the access cover to remain in place as the module 


retainer clips are, by design, out of the way. 





This is a positive way to make this amp more bullet proof for all you gigging musicians who worry about its reliability when you go out to play. 





Constructing A Module Retainer Clip








These are really quite easy to build, and very, very inexpensive. It cost me 60 cents for materials and took about ½ hour to build all four after making the prototype. The hardest part was figuring out the dimensions, which was kind of a trial and error process.
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The material I used was some 5”x7” sheets of galvanized, flat, thin gage sheet metal I purchased at Home Depot. These are found in the aisle where roof flashing and rain gutter parts are. They cost me 27 cents each. To cut them to size, I simply marked all the bend points and cut lines to scale with an extra fine point Sharpie permanent marker.


Since I don’t have a plasma cutter at my disposal, I just scored the cut lines (using a straight edge) with the very hard, sharp point of a punch I have in my toolbox. Then, using a nice square table edge, I  bent the sheet metal on the cut line back and forth until it broke along the cut line. (Fine use of metal fatigue if I do say so myself) Then I filed the rough edges down, to prevent that nasty cut that always happens on the finger you use the most when playing your guitar... It is important to get the dimensions as close as possible to what is shown above. This will ensure a good fit.





Then, using a small vise, I bent the piece at the bend points, one at a time until I had the piece finished. With a little practice, it takes less than five minutes to bend one up. The 


only thing to be careful of is to not bend the metal back and forth too much, or it will break. Once the piece is formed, it keeps its shape well and has a little bit of a springiness. This is what provides the tension to keep the modules from moving around too much. 
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I also used some 1/16” thick self-adhesive neoprene on the bottoms on the clips, to provide some friction which also helps keep the modules in place. The 1” height shown on the dimensioned view above does not account for the addition of the neoprene. If you decide to put some on your retainer clips, subtract that from the 1” dimension. 





Having made some of these for my own Convertible, I can attest to their effectiveness. Those modules are in there quite securely now! 





One thing to note: These retainer clips will work with all the standard modules. There are a few preamp modules with controls on the top of the module: Hi-Gain EQ, Classic EQ and the Hot Mod. If you have any of these modules, you will need to notch the retainer clip if any of the control knobs are in the way.





And, one word of caution: Be careful putting the clips in. You can damage your modules if you try to use too much force getting the retainer clips in. I designed these to be removable without the need for any tools. But, one could delete the 1/8” lip on the 


retainer clip and drill some holes in the risers instead, and attach the clips to the amp 


cabinet with some wood screws if quick removal isn’t important. 





I hope this helps those of you who love these amps to avoid the horror stories and feel better about the amp’s reliability.


